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Non-formal education providers have made a vast
amount of content and tools available for free, and
have gone a long way curating content to support
emergency remote schooling, proving to be suitable
partners in open schooling.
Child mental health experts have urged governments to
prioritise children’s play and socialising with friends
over formal lessons and academic progress when
schools reopen. At the same time there is longestablished evidence about the benefits of playfulness
in learning, as well as gamification methodologies
supporting iterative learning. Open schooling in
STE(A)M can support the implementation of diverse
methods more beneficial for deep learning than
traditional school instruction. In a recent research by
Scientix a grim picture has been drawn about the use of
non-traditional, non-frontal methodologies in STEM
teaching in Europe, while their benefits have proven to
be widely known.

ABOUT PHERECLOS
PHERECLOS is aiming to establish ”Local Education
Clusters” (LECs) of different design as examples of
open schooling. All LECs will bring together schools
and other relevant actors in the education
ecosystem in a particular pilot region, supported by
a peer mentoring programme. The LECs will be
incubators for enabling a dialogue between various
parties and help to set up joint activities in formal
and non-formal education. The LECs will also help
to develop collaborative learning environments as
experimental testbeds for schools, and in parallel,
they aim to impact on the quality of science
engagement opportunities available in these areas.
More information: www.phereclos.eu

Last, but not least, current experiences also made
education stakeholders rethink the role and use of
digital technology, to understand the difference
between passive screen time and using the screen for
being active and to evaluate the benefits against
potential risks. Open schooling partnerships can
contribute to finding a healthy balance between digital
and traditional education having partners more
proficient using technology than the average school
teacher. Maintaining the use of digital alternatives can
also help reduce pressure on the environment by
making choices between necessary and not-sonecessary travel, while keeping a healthy level of
physical interpersonal contacts. Open schooling
programmes can also support teachers to become
more proficient using digital platforms and tools.
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https://impact.chartered.college/article/engaging
-parents-during-school-closures/#respond
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